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Abstract
　The victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, included a large number of foreigners living in 
Japan.　Since then, local governments have been required to establish evacuation-support systems for people who will 
be disadvantaged in the event of a disaster.　With the aim of training foreigners as valuable members and leaders of the 
community, rather than potential disaster victims, the Town of Oizumi, Gunma, in which foreign residents account for more 
than 15% of the total population, conducted a disaster drill in collaboration with the community residents.　Students of the 
Kiryu University Volunteer Circle became involved in this project as support staff to operate the disaster drill.　A questionnaire 
survey involving foreign residents who had participated in the disaster drill was conducted to ask their opinions of the drill, 
and the majority of them stated that it was meaningful.　The organizers of the drill held a meeting to review it and exchange 
opinions.　The meeting participants stated that they should repeatedly undergo training to learn first-aid procedures so that 
they can make appropriate decisions in the event of a disaster, and that it is necessary to hold such an event on a regular basis.　
It is also important for Japanese and foreign residents to help each other as members of the same community in the event of 
a disaster.　The disaster drill was a valuable opportunity for them to get to know each other and learn foreign cultures and 
customs through training.　The students of the volunteer circle learned many things through organizing the event, including 
the importance of verbal communication.
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